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INTRODUCTION
Vibrio e l t o r , often called t h e E l T o r vibrio, h a s been recognized f o r m a n y y e a r s .
Gotschlich isolated o r g a n i s m s r e s e m b l i n g ,V. c h o l e r a e f r o m 6 dead M e c c a pil-grims a t t h e E l T o r quarantine station on the w e s t coast of the Sinai, Peninsula. The p i l g r i m s did not have clinical c h o l e r a n o r post m o r t e m evidence of cholera. The o r g a n i s m s a p p e a r e d morphologically, biochemically, and s e rologically like ,V.
cholerae. Gotschlich (1 906) did not d e s c r i b e t h e s e organi s m s t o be haemolytic. K r a u s and P r i b r a m (1905, 1906 ) examinedGotschlich's s t r a i n s and r e c o r d e d t h e i r haemolytic activity. K r a u s (1 903) was familiar with haemolytic v i b r i o s before h e studied Gotschlich's s t r a i n s .
--
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E i s l e r (1909) appears to be the f i r s t to use an effectively published name for the organisms which Kraus and P r i b r a m (1906) described but did not name. E i s l e r , who worked with Kraus and P r i b r a m at the Staatlichen Seroterapeutichen Institute in Wien, studied the influence of salts on 1. eltor and other schizomycetes.
He used 1. eltor strain V , one of Gotschlich's 6 isolates. E i s l e r did not describe 1. eltor nor did he r e f e r to an e a r l i e r description of it.
The name of a taxon is not validly published unless i t i s accompanied by a description of the taxon o r by a reference to a previously and effectively published description of it (International Code of Nomenclature of Bacteria and V i r u s e s , Rule 12a). _V. eltor E i s l e r 1909 i s not a validly published name because E i s l e r did not describe 1. eltor strain V n o r did he r e f e r to the e a r l i e r publications of Kraus a n d P r i b r a m o r Gotschlich.
The name 1. eltor should be attributed to P r i b r a m 1933. P r i b r a m r e f e r r e d to Gotschlich's s t r a i n V and gave e a r l i e r references for the distinctive description of the species. An e a r l i e r validly published name for this organism has not been found.
Hugh (1 962,1964) recommended that the National Collection of Type Cultures (NCTC) strain 8457 be recognized a s the neotype strain of V. cholerae biotype E l T o r (v. eltor E i s l e r ) . Since 1. eltor E i s l e r i s not a validly published name, it i s recommended that strain 8457 be recognized a s the neotype s t r a i n of 1, eltor P r i b r a m 1933. This s t r a i n conforms to the description of 1. eltor a s given by Kraus and P r i b r a m (1906). This neotype s t r a i n i s proposed in an attempt to fix the name, avoid ambiguity, confusion, and u s e l e s s creation of new names. It can function a s a r e f e rence strain in lieu of Gotschlich's strain. None of Gotschl i c h ' s haemolytic 1. eltor s t r a i n s , which were studied by Kraus and P r i b r a m , a r e known to be available.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
The two vibrio s t r a i n s w e r e r e c e i v e d f r o m the NCTC i n The methods u s e d to c h a r a c t e r i z e t h e s e two October 1960. s t r a i n s w e r e d e s c r i b e d by Hugh (1 964, 1965). Table 3. DISCUSSION -V. c h o l e r a e f e r m e n t s glucose anaerobically and exclusively by the c l a s s i c a l Embden-Meyerhof glycolytic pathway. The Entner-Douderoff pathway and any o t h e r known hexose monophosphate pathways a r e not operative in 1. 
RESULTS

The s i m i l a r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the two p r o p o s e d neotype s t r a i n s a r e r e c o r d e d in T a b l e 2. The d i f f e r e n c e s of t h e two s t r a i n s a r e r e c o r d e d i n
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DISCUSSION
The neotype s t r a i n s of ,V. cholerae and ,V. eltor a r e alike in the 30 positive and the 20 negative c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s r ecorded in Table 2 . The two species a r e remarkably s i m i l a r .
--V. eltor should be included in the species V,. cholerae. Gallut (1962) considered El T o r vibrios a s variants of -V. cholerae. Felsenfeld (1 963) suggested that E l T o r vibrios be included under 1. cholerae a s ,V. cholerae variety El Tor. Table 3 
r e c o r d s 7 c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which distinguish the two s t r a i n s .
These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a r e interpreted to be inf rasubspecific differences.
Rule 8 of the Bacteriological Code concerns infrasubspecific subdivisions o r f o r m s of species.
These subdivisions of species (other than subspecies [varieties]) a r e regarded to be of lower rank than subspecies and the t e r m s usually used to designate tham a r e s t r a i n , biotype, serotype, phagotype, variant, etc. These t e r m s a r e defined in Recommendations 8a, 8a(2), 8a(3), 8a(4), etc. of the Bacteriological Code.
Hugh (1965) reported that 3770 of 258 s t r a i n s of 1. chole r a e were citrate (Simmons) negative. 1962 , F e e l e y and P i t t m a n 1963). T h e r e is no a g r e e m e n t on a s t a n d a r agglutination and soda -sublimate precipitation ( T a n a m a l 1948), and growth i n t r y p s i n broth and polymyxin B s e n s itivity (Can and T j i a 1963). T h e s e and o t h e r "differentiating t e s t s " a r e reviewed and briefly evaluated by F e l s e n f e l d (1964) . P h a g e sensitivity o r r e s i s t a n c e should not be the p r i m a r y b a s i s f o r distinguishing s p e c i e s of vibrios. It app e a r s that t h e s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 1. c h o l e r a e m a y p r o v e to be of epidemiological significance.
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